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SHRI BHERU SINGH CHOUHAN

Shri Bheru Singh Chouhan is a renowned Kabir Nirgun folk artist who has been associated
with the traditional folk music and cultural heritage of Malwa for over 50 years.

2. Born on 27" July, 1961 at Mhow in Madhya Pradesh, Shri Chouhan since the age of nine,
actively participated in folk singing, particularly Nirgun Gayan (a devotional folk music tradition). He
has performed in various folk singing programs across villages, presenting the legendary tales of Sant
Kabir, Sant Gorakhnath, Sant Dadu, Sant Meera Bai, Sant Paltunath and many other legendary
saints. His soulful renditions have left a deep impact on the rural audiences, who listen to him with
great reverence and devotion. He has contributed immensely by showcasing folk singing at village,
district, state, national and international levels. His efforts have played a key role in keeping the
tradition of Nirgun Gayan alive. His professional journey began in 1978 with folk musical instruments
(Tambura and Kartal). At that time, there were no proper means of transport and there were no audio
facilities. In that era, he and his team would travel on foot or bicycles to different villages to perform.

3. Shri Chouhan started presenting folk singing on All India Radio, Indore, in 1989 which gave
him wider recognition. He has also contributed significantly to cassette and CD recordings of folk
music. During one of his performances, while recording a cassette, he met with an accident but
despite financial hardships and physical pain, he never abandoned his passion for folk singing and
continued his journey with full dedication.

4. Shri Chouhan was nominated as a Member of Executive Board and Educational Committee of
Kala Kshetra Pratishthan, Chennai through Department of Culture, New Delhi's notification. He was
the proud presenter at the inaugural ceremony of the 10" National Cultural Festival, Rewa organized
by Department of Culture in 2019. His presentation at Raising Day of Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Kala
Kendra, New Delhiin 2019 also drew a loud applause from the audience and the authorities.

5. Shri Chouhan's performances have played a key role in spreading social awareness on
important issues such as eradication of untouchability, social equality, women's education and girl
child empowerment. Through folk storytelling of legendary saints, he has enlightened rural
communities on social reforms. His efforts have helped in strengthening cultural heritage, promoting
communal harmony and preserving rural traditions. Conducted over 6,000 folk performances to
inspire and educate the masses.

6. Shri Chouhan has been honored at various cultural festivals such as National Cultural
Festival (2015-2016) and Kabir Mahotsav (2018). He has presented his folk music in presence of the
Hon'ble President Shri Ramnath Kovind and Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. Along with his
presentations at Sadbhawna Utsav organized by the Department of Culture, Lucknow (1993), Kabir
Bhajan Sandhya in the event organized by Uttar Madhya Sanskritik Kendra, Prayagraj in (1999),
Kabir Utsav organized by Sahitya Academy, New Delhi at Varanasi (2005), Indira Gandhi Rashtriya
Kala Kendra, New Delhi (2012), Tribal Museum (2014), Bharat Parv event organized by Swaraj
Sansthan in Bhopal (2010), he has presented folk singing at Bharat Bhawan, Bhopal in the event
organized by Madhya Pradesh Adivasi Lok Kala Parishad for the delegation of World Bank during their

visit to Madhya Pradesh.
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