
SHRI BHERU SINGH CHOUHAN

Shri Bheru Singh Chouhan is a renowned Kabir Nirgun folk artist who has been associated 
with the traditional folk music and cultural heritage of Malwa for over 50 years. 

2. Born on 27  July, 1961 at Mhow in Madhya Pradesh, Shri Chouhan since the age of nine,  th

actively participated in folk singing, particularly Nirgun Gayan (a devotional folk music tradition). He 
has performed in various folk singing programs across villages, presenting the legendary tales of Sant 
Kabir, Sant Gorakhnath, Sant Dadu, Sant Meera Bai, Sant Paltunath and many other legendary 
saints. His soulful renditions have left a deep impact on the rural audiences, who listen to him with 
great reverence and devotion. He has contributed immensely by showcasing folk singing at village, 
district, state, national and international levels. His efforts have played a key role in keeping the 
tradition of Nirgun Gayan alive. His professional journey began in 1978 with folk musical instruments 
(Tambura and Kartal). At that time, there were no proper means of transport and there were no audio 
facilities. In that era, he and his team would travel on foot or bicycles to different villages to perform.

3. Shri Chouhan started presenting folk singing on All India Radio, Indore, in 1989 which gave  
him wider recognition. He has also contributed significantly to cassette and CD recordings of folk 
music. During one of his performances, while recording a cassette, he met with an accident but 
despite financial hardships and physical pain, he never abandoned his passion for folk singing and 
continued his journey with full dedication.

4. Shri Chouhan was nominated as a Member of Executive Board and Educational Committee of  
Kala Kshetra Pratishthan, Chennai through Department of Culture, New Delhi's notification. He was 
the proud presenter at the inaugural ceremony of the 10  National Cultural Festival, Rewa organized th

by Department of Culture in 2019. His presentation at Raising Day of Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Kala 
Kendra, New Delhi in 2019 also drew a loud applause from the audience and the authorities.

5. Shri Chouhan's performances have played a key role in spreading social awareness on  
important issues such as eradication of untouchability, social equality, women's education and girl 
child empowerment. Through folk storytelling of legendary saints, he has enlightened rural 
communities on social reforms. His efforts have helped in strengthening cultural heritage, promoting 
communal harmony and preserving rural traditions. Conducted over 6,000 folk performances to 
inspire and educate the masses.

6. Shri Chouhan has been honored at various cultural festivals such as National Cultural  
Festival (2015-2016) and Kabir Mahotsav (2018). He has presented his folk music in presence of the 
Hon'ble President Shri Ramnath Kovind and Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. Along with his 
presentations at Sadbhawna Utsav organized by the Department of Culture, Lucknow (1993), Kabir 
Bhajan Sandhya in the event organized by Uttar Madhya Sanskritik Kendra, Prayagraj in (1999), 
Kabir Utsav organized by Sahitya Academy, New Delhi at Varanasi (2005), Indira Gandhi Rashtriya 
Kala Kendra, New Delhi (2012), Tribal Museum (2014), Bharat Parv event organized by Swaraj 
Sansthan in Bhopal (2010), he has presented folk singing at Bharat Bhawan, Bhopal in the event 
organized by Madhya Pradesh Adivasi Lok Kala Parishad for the delegation of World Bank during their 
visit to Madhya Pradesh. 

Padma Shri



 Jh Hks:Çlg pkSgku çfl) dchj fuxqZ.k yksd dykdkj gSa tks 50 o"kks± ls vfèkd le; ls ekyok ds ikjaifjd yksd 
laxhr vkSj lkaL—frd fojklr ls tqM+s gq, gSaA

2-  27 tqykÃ] 1961 dks eè; çns'k ds egw esa tUes  Jh pkSgku ukS o"kZ dh vk;q ls gh yksd xk;u] fo'ks"kdj fuxqZ.k xk;u ]
¼,d Hkfä yksd laxhr ijaijk½ esa lfØ; :i ls Hkkx ysrs jgs gSaA mUgksaus lar dchj] lar xksj[kukFk] lar nknw] lar ehjk ckÃ] lar 
iyVwukFk vkSj dÃ vU; egku larksa dh ikSjkf.kd dFkkvksa dks çLrqr djrs gq, xk¡oksa esa fofHkUu yksd xk;u dk;ZØeksa esa çLrqfr nh 
gSA mudh Hkkoiw.kZ çLrqfr;ksa us xzkeh.k n'kZdksa ij xgjk çHkko NksM+k gS] tks mUgsa cM+h J)k vkSj Hkfä ds lkFk lqurs gSaA mUgksaus 
xk¡o] ftyk] jkT;] jk"Vªh; vkSj varjkZ"Vªh; Lrj ij yksd xk;u dk çn'kZu djds cgqr cM+k ;ksxnku fn;k gSA muds ç;klksa us 
fuxqZ.k xk;u dh ijaijk dks thfor j[kus esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkÃ gSA mudh is'ksoj ;k=k o"kZ 1978 esa yksd laxhr ok|;a=ksa 
¼racwjk vkSj djrky½ ls 'kq: gqÃA ml le;] ifjogu ds mfpr lkèku ugÈ Fks vkSj dksÃ v‚fM;ks lqfoèkk,¡ miyCèk ugÈ FkÈA ml 
le;] og vkSj mudh Vhe çn'kZu djus ds fy, fofHkUu xk¡oksa esa iSny ;k lkbfdy ls ;k=k djrs FksA

3-  Jh pkSgku us o"kZ 1989 esa bankSj fLFkr vkdk'kok.kh ij yksdxk;u çLrqr djuk 'kq: fd;k] ftlls mUgsa O;kid igpku 
feyhA mUgksaus yksdlaxhr ds dSlsV vkSj lhMh fjd‚ÉMx esa Hkh egRoiw.kZ ;ksxnku fn;k gSA viuh ,d çLrqfr ds nkSjku dSlsV 
fjd‚MZ djrs le; og nq?kZVuk ds f'kdkj gks x,] ysfdu vkÆFkd raxh vkSj 'kkjhfjd ihM+k ds ckotwn mUgks aus yksdxk;u ds çfr 
vius tquwu dks dHkh ugÈ NksM+k vkSj iwjh yxu ds lkFk viuk lQj tkjh j[kkA

4-  Jh pkSgku dks laL—fr foHkkx] uÃ fnYyh dh vfèklwpuk ds ekè;e ls dyk {ks= çfr"Bku] psUuÃ ds dk;Zdkjh cksMZ vkSj 
'kSf{kd lfefr ds lnL; ds :i esa ukfer fd;k x;kA og o"kZ 2019 esa laL—fr foHkkx }kjk vk;ksftr 10osa jk"Vªh; lkaL—frd 
egksRlo] jhok ds mn~?kkVu lekjksg ds çeq[k çLrqrdrkZ FksA o"kZ 2019 esa bafnjk xkaèkh jk"Vªh; dyk dsaæ] uÃ fnYyh ds LFkkiuk 
fnol ij mudh çLrqfr us n'kZdksa vkSj vfèkdkfj;ksa ls tksjnkj rkfy;k¡ Hkh cVksjÈA

5-  Jh pkSgku ds çn'kZuksa us vLi`';rk mUewyu] lkekftd lekurk] efgyk f'k{kk vkSj ckfydk l'kähdj.k tSls egRoiw.kZ 
eqíksa ij lkekftd tkx:drk ds çlkj esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkÃ gSA egku larksa dh yksd dFkkvksa ds ekè;e ls] mUgksaus 
lkekftd lqèkkjksa ij xzkeh.k leqnk;ksa dks tkx:d fd;k gSA muds ç;klksa us lkaL—frd fojklr dks etcwr djus] lkaçnkf;d 
ln~Hkko dks c<+kok nsus vkSj xzkeh.k ijaijkvksa dks lajf{kr djus esa enn dh gSA mUgksaus yksxksa dks çsfjr djus vkSj f'kf{kr djus ds 
fy, 6]000 ls vfèkd yksd çLrqfr;ka nhA

6-  Jh pkSgku dks jk"Vªh; lkaL—frd egksRlo ¼2015&2016½ vkSj dchj egksRlo ¼2018½ tSls fofHkUu lkaL—frd lekjksgksa 
esa lEekfur fd;k tk pqdk gSA mUgksaus ekuuh; jk"Vªifr Jh jkeukFk dksÇon vkSj ekuuh; çèkkuea=h Jh ujsUæ eksnh dh mifLFkfr 
esa viuk yksd laxhr çLrqr fd;k gSA laL—fr foHkkx] y[kuÅ }kjk vk;ksftr ln~Hkkouk mRlo ¼1993½] mÙkj eè; lkaL—frd 
dsaæ] ç;kxjkt }kjk vk;ksftr dk;ZØe esa dchj Hktu laè;k ¼1999½] lkfgR; vdkneh] uÃ fnYyh }kjk okjk.klh esa vk;ksftr 
dchj mRlo ¼2005½] bafnjk xkaèkh jk"Vªh; dyk dsaæ] uÃ fnYyh ¼2012½] tutkrh; laxzgky; ¼2014½] Lojkt laLFkku }kjk 
Hkksiky esa vk;ksftr Hkkjr ioZ dk;ZØe ¼2010½ esa viuh çLrqfr;ksa ds lkFk&lkFk mUgksaus foÜo cSad ds çfrfufèkeaMy ds eè; çns'k 
ds nkSjs ds nkSjku eè; çns'k vkfnoklh yksd dyk ifj"kn }kjk vk;ksftr dk;ZØe esa Hkkjr Hkou] Hkksiky esa yksd xk;u çLrqr 
fd;k gSA

in~e Jh

Jh Hks Çlg pkSgku:


